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„ The MAILING DATE ofthis com munication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

E^ensCnsoftl^^ In no event, however, may a reply be t.mely filed 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 January 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal nnatters Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accorxlance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) hlR is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) ^ 6-16.18 and 19 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1.3-5 and 17 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 dD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

if approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)l3AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) El Notice Of References Cited (PTO-892) 4)0 ^^''''^,f^'^'''ZVVT^ 

2) 0 Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5)0 Notice oflnformal Patent Appteation (PTO-1 52) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s)(PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 15. 6) U Other. 
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Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(aHd). which 

papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group Vll^laims 1, 3-5, 12-14, and 16-19 

in Paper No. 13 Is acknowledged. Furthem>ore, claims 12-14, 16, and 18-19 are 
withdrawn without consideration because these claims fail to read on the elected 

invention of Group Vll-Figure 9. 

For prosecution purposes, the action below is directed towards claims 1 , 3-5, and 
17; claims 2, 6-16, and 18-19 are hereby withdrawn without consideration. 

The drawings are objected to because there is no brief descriptton of Figure 1 A. 
Furthermore, with respect to Figures 2-5, 8, and 9, none of these figures show the 
pmper cross-secUonal hatching and it's not clear to the Examiner exactly where these 
aoss-sectional views are taken from. More specifically, where is the aoss-sectional 
view of Figure 9 taken from? A proposed drawing conection or corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the applicafion. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fomi the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action; 
ApereoiishallbeentitKllnapatentuntess- 



States. 

AS best understood, daims 1 , 3-5, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anUcipated by Yamada et al. Yamada et al. disclose a vehicle door (2), a 
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manually actuable element (5), a latch mechanism (5a). a trim panel (the portion 
surrounding the opening in which the manually actuable element (5) is attached), and 
an "o-ring" seal (8). which seals the manually actuable element (5) relative to the trim 
panel. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. patent to Emeriing et al. disclose an inside door handle 
arrangement having an "o-ring" type seal (110) as shown in Figure 15. U.S. patent to 
Swan et al. disclose an o-ring seal arrangement shown in Figures 6 and 18 for a 
locking/latching assembly. Fukumoto et al. disclose an o-ring type assembly (Figure 
52). U.S. patent to Benoit et al. disclose a handle and seal arrangement for a door and 
trim panel. U.S. patent to Varaion disclose a handle a seal arrangement for a door and 
inside trim panel. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerry Redman 
at telephone number 703-308-2120. 




yBedman 
Primary Examiner 



